Dear Friends,
It has been another year of changes and new adventures. We are truly making a difference in the lives of
children and families in Cabarrus County and we are excited to share with you our 2016-2017 Annual Report.
In 2018 we will be celebrating our 20th anniversary and we will continue to listen to our community partners
and tackle the really hard issues that need a community solution, so we hope you will continue to support
us as we move ahead. Thank you for your support. I am confident together we will create brighter futures for
children and families in Cabarrus County.

Ann Benfield,
Executive Director

Smart Start was created in 1993 as an innovative solution to a problem: Children
were coming to school unprepared to learn. Smart Start delivers outcomes by giving
communities local control to determine the best approach to achieving them.

Approaches to play and learning
Emotional and social development
Health and physical development
The NC Pre-K program is designed to provide
high-quality educational experiences to enhance
school readiness for eligible four-year-old children.
Children are prepared in all five of the developmental
domains that are critical to children’s overall well-being
and success in reading and math as they enter school.

Language development and communication
Cognitive development
Number of Sites: 14
Number of Classrooms: 30
Number of Children: 450

Head Start promotes school readiness of
children ages birth to five from low-income
families by supporting their development in
a comprehensive way. Head Start programs
support children’s growth and development in
a positive learning environment through a variety
of services in Early Learning, Health and Family
Well-Being.

Health and
Early Intervention
Programs funded: Project Baby Reach,
Assuring Better Health and
Development (ABCD), Emergency
Dental Services

6,891

37%
63% Spanish
English

Cabarrus Partnership was
awarded the Cabarrus
County Head Start Grant
from July 1, 2015 to
June 30, 2017.

Children ages 0-5 in medical practices
that participate in the ABCD activity
56% 44%
Families of newborns in the
mother/baby unit receiving
developmental milestones & resources

631

White

2,586
Black

179

Children recieving NC Pre-K
Smart Start Subsidies

17

Child care facilities received training
and technical assistance through CCHC

Families visited in Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit by Project Baby Reach

96%
of Children

English

Primary Language

56%
White

44%
Black

Racial Composition

98%

13,138

48

16
family child care
homes enroll 74
children

the population

childcare centers
enroll 3,462
children and employ
786 childcare
staff

Young
Children at
children in Cabarrus
a Glance in County not yet enrolled
Cabarrus
in kindergarten which
represented 6.4% of
County

Served in 10 Classrooms
& Long Preschool/Lockhart
Early Learning Center

Our Impact
6.3%

children ages 2-4
in Cabarrus County
are overweight or
obese

Children served with Inclusion services,
therapies or interventions

Parents attending NC Pre-K Parent
Education Sessions

9,750

Number of children receiving books
distributed during well child checkups

78

Parents attending Models Teen Parent,
Young Moms, and Inmate Circle of
Parents Groups

81

Families receinving PAT services

2001
In 2016-17

2016

32% 28%
children below age
6 are enrolled in
licensed child care

41

209

Child care facilities received training
and technical assistance through BHL

CHILDREN
Live below the
100% poverty level

68

Programs funded: Parents as Teachers
(PAT), Family Support and Education,
Circle of Parents, Reach Out and Read,
Celebrating Families

10

170

of Children

Early Care and
Education
Programs funded: Building Healthy
Lifestyles (BHL), Child Care Health
Consultants (CCHC), Inclusion Services,
NC Pre-K Administration,
Smart Start Subsidy

Children receiving emergency
dental services

37%
63% Spanish

Family Education
and Support

2016
2001

2%

Percent increase of children ages 0-2
who were served in early intervention
or special education services

Increase in the average star ratings
of child placements in facilities
rated 1-5 stars.

100%

100% of parents participating
in Circle of Parents and Celebrating
Families increased family functioning
andresiliency after program
participation
as measured by the Protective Factors Survey

